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"The seedlings may be transplanted from April to September
after reaching the age of Ihree years. Preferably they should
be Left in the see<l-be<l until they flower. This in good soil
may occur six to ten years after sowing—the shorter period
beinii sufficient in a locality where the average temperature is
high. When the flowers appear and then only tho sex can be
determined with certainty; tne superfluous males may, therefore,
now he weeded out and abandoned. During the process of
transplantation the largest leaves of th^ seedlings should he cut
off at a distance of about 2 feet from their bases. Special
attention is culled to the fact that though the adult palm requires
water of irrigation onry at long intervals or not at all if tne
subsoil is kept constantly moist by natural sub-irrigation, the
seed will not germinate or the seedling* survive unless water is
present in abundance."
As one male tree will, under cultivation, suffice for the
fertilization of about 100 females, it is evident that propagation
by .seeds is not to be recommended. The only rational method
is by means of offshoots.
These are suckers arising from the base .of the stem when
the tree is between about (J and IB years old. Offshoots borne
on male trees will give rise to male trees, and on. female trees,
females. The fruit will he of the same quality as that of the
parent palm.
When the offshoots are from tt to tl years old they are
separated from their parent with an ordinary hatchet by means
of a cut parallel to the stem. The large leaves are removed
and only the bud and young leaves are left on. the rootless stump.
April to September is probably the best time for the removal
of the suckers in India. "The offshoots should be planted in
rows 25 feet apart with similar intervals between plaiits in the
row. For this purpose holes ;J feet deep and the same distance
in diameter arc made in the soil; half of the excavated earth
is mixed with its own volume of farmyard manure with 4 or 5
Ibs, of oil-cake and filled in, the offshoot being set in the centre
of this hole. In doing this it is most important that the bud
iti the centre of the leafstalks and youjig leaves should not be
choked by being covered with soil. For this reason the offshoot
should be planted with the bud tw.o or three inches, above the
general level of the ground and a circular trench a foot in

